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Debates 

Our debate series generated by trained AI and reviewed by domain 
experts, explores diverse perspectives on pivotal issues shaping Gaza's 

future. Each debate fosters deep dialogue, presenting balanced viewpoints 
on key policies and strategies to support the nation's recovery and 

rebuilding efforts. By illuminating the complexities of challenges and 
opportunities facing Gaza, these debates enhance informed decision-

making among stakeholders including government bodies, local 

organizations, academia, think tanks, and international partners. This 
dynamic exchange of ideas not only promotes critical thinking but also 

equips participants with the insights needed to make strategic decisions 

and develop innovative solutions for national advancement. 

We hope, once verified, localized and adapted, it will lower the  

"COST TO THINK & START" PLANNING FOR BUILDING GAZA FUTURE 
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Debate Topic 1: Training Local Medical Professionals 

vs. Importing Foreign Expertise 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The healthcare system in Gaza faces unprecedented challenges, especially 

in the wake of prolonged occupation and blockades. Two potential 

strategies for addressing the critical shortage of healthcare professionals 

are under debate: Should Gaza focus on training and empowering its local 

medical professionals, or should it rely on importing foreign expertise to fill 

immediate gaps in healthcare delivery? This debate delves into the long-

term sustainability, quality of care, and potential socio-economic impacts of 

these strategies, aiming to find the best path forward for improving 

healthcare in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current Healthcare Landscape in Gaza: The healthcare system in Gaza 

is under severe strain due to Israel's war on Gaza and the ongoing 

blockade, which have led to a significant shortage of medical 

professionals, supplies, and infrastructure. Hospitals are often 

overwhelmed, and the quality of care has deteriorated. 

2. Local Training Initiatives: Efforts to train local medical professionals 

have been ongoing, with various local universities and institutions 

offering medical and nursing programs. However, these programs 

often lack the necessary resources, equipment, and opportunities for 

practical training due to the blockade and occupation. 

3. International Support and Training Programs: Several international 

organizations have attempted to provide training programs and 

resources to Gaza’s medical professionals. These initiatives include 

online courses, visiting medical professionals conducting workshops, 

and partnerships with international medical schools. 

4. Importing Foreign Expertise : The alternative approach involves 

bringing in foreign medical professionals to work in Gaza’s 

healthcare facilities. This strategy aims to provide immediate relief to 

the overburdened system and offer high-quality care that may not be 

available locally. 
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5. Sustainability and Capacity Building: Training local professionals is 

seen as a sustainable approach that builds local capacity and 

resilience. However, this requires significant investment in education, 

infrastructure, and continuous professional development. 

6. Quality of Care: Foreign medical professionals often bring advanced 

skills and knowledge, potentially raising the standard of care. 

However, there can be challenges related to cultural understanding, 

language barriers, and the temporary nature of such interventions. 

7. Economic Impact: Investing in local training can have positive 

economic effects by creating jobs and retaining talent within Gaza. 

On the other hand, importing foreign expertise might be more costly 

in the long term and could drain financial resources that could be 

invested locally. 

8. Immediate Needs vs. Long-term Goals: Gaza’s healthcare system 

needs immediate relief to cope with urgent cases and chronic 

diseases exacerbated by military actions. However, a long-term vision 

is essential for sustainable healthcare development. 

9. Humanitarian Considerations: The dire humanitarian situation due to 

ongoing military actions necessitates immediate action. Importing 

foreign expertise can provide quick relief, but empowering local 

professionals aligns with the principles of self-sufficiency and dignity. 

10. Case Studies and Examples: Examining other regions with similar 

challenges can provide insights. For instance, post-war 

reconstruction efforts in other areas have shown varying degrees of 

success with both approaches, highlighting the importance of 

context-specific strategies. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Training Local Medical 

Professionals 

Introduction: Training local medical professionals is essential for creating a 

self-sustaining and resilient healthcare system in Gaza. Empowering local 

talent not only addresses immediate healthcare needs but also ensures 

long-term stability and development of the healthcare infrastructure. 

1. Long-term Sustainability: Training local professionals ensures that 

Gaza can rely on its own resources to meet healthcare needs. This 

approach builds a stable and resilient healthcare system that can 
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adapt to local challenges and reduce dependency on external aid. A 

study by the World Health Organization (WHO) emphasizes that local 

capacity building leads to more sustainable health outcomes in 

regions affected by prolonged occupation and military actions. 

2. Cultural and Linguistic Competence : Local healthcare professionals 

have a better understanding of the cultural and linguistic nuances of 

the population they serve. This leads to improved patient 

communication, higher levels of trust, and more effective healthcare 

delivery. According to research published in the Lancet, culturally 

competent care improves patient satisfaction and health outcomes, 

which is crucial in a context as unique as Gaza. 

3. Economic Benefits: Investing in local training programs creates job 

opportunities and stimulates the local economy. It also reduces the 

financial burden of continuously importing foreign expertise, allowing 

resources to be allocated to other critical areas of healthcare. The 

economic analysis by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 

(UNRWA) highlights that developing local healthcare talent 

contributes to economic stability and growth, which is vital for Gaza’s 

recovery and development. 

4. Retention and Community Commitment: Locally trained professionals 

are more likely to remain in Gaza and serve their communities. This 

commitment is crucial for maintaining continuity of care and building 

long-term relationships with patients. Studies show that healthcare 

professionals trained locally have higher retention rates, which is 

essential for the continuity and reliability of healthcare services in 

Gaza, particularly in the face of ongoing aggression and blockades. 

5. Capacity Building and Innovation: Developing local expertise 

contributes to the overall capacity of the healthcare system. It 

enables Gaza to build a cadre of professionals who can train future 

generations, conduct research, and innovate within the healthcare 

sector. For example, the establishment of local medical training 

institutions like the Islamic University of Gaza’s Faculty of Medicine 

has been pivotal in creating a foundation for ongoing medical 

education and research despite the challenging circumstances. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Favor of Importing Foreign Expertise  
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Introduction: Given the urgent healthcare needs in Gaza, importing foreign 

expertise can provide immediate relief and bridge critical gaps in the 

healthcare system. This approach ensures that the population receives 

high-quality medical care in the short term while local capacity is gradually 

built. 

1. Immediate Relief and High-Quality Care: Foreign medical 

professionals can provide immediate and high-quality care that might 

not be currently available in Gaza due to the prolonged occupation 

and blockade. According to a report by Médecins Sans Frontières 

(Doctors Without Borders), foreign medical teams have been able to 

perform complex surgeries and provide specialized treatments that 

local facilities are not equipped for. 

2. Knowledge Transfer and Training: The presence of foreign experts 

can facilitate the transfer of knowledge and skills to local healthcare 

workers. Programs such as the WHO’s Emergency Medical Teams 

initiative have demonstrated that foreign professionals can train local 

staff on advanced medical techniques and protocols, effectively 

building local capacity while addressing immediate needs. 

3. Addressing Specialized Healthcare Needs: Gaza has a shortage of 

specialists in various medical fields due to the restrictions imposed 

by the occupation. Importing foreign expertise allows for immediate 

access to specialists in fields such as oncology, cardiology, and 

neurology. A study published in the Journal of Global Health 

highlights the positive impact of specialist interventions in conflict-

affected regions. 

4. Temporary Solutions for Critical Shortages: Given the severe 

shortage of healthcare professionals in Gaza, importing foreign 

expertise is a practical temporary solution. This approach can 

stabilize the healthcare system while local training programs are 

scaled up. The United Nations Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has noted that foreign medical missions 

can fill critical gaps in healthcare provision during crises. 

5. Leveraging International Resources and Expertise : Importing foreign 

medical professionals allows Gaza to leverage international resources 

and expertise, which can be particularly valuable during times of 

intense need, such as during Israel's military actions. Partnerships 

with international health organizations and foreign governments can 
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bring in much-needed equipment, medical supplies, and expertise 

that are otherwise inaccessible due to the blockade. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

While importing foreign expertise can provide immediate relief, it is not a 

sustainable solution for Gaza's long-term healthcare needs. Relying on 

foreign professionals can lead to dependency and does not address the 

underlying issues caused by the occupation and blockades that hinder 

local capacity building. Additionally, the temporary nature of foreign 

interventions means that the continuity of care is disrupted once these 

professionals leave. Investing in training local healthcare professionals 

ensures that Gaza builds a resilient and self-sufficient healthcare system, 

tailored to its unique cultural and linguistic context, and capable of 

withstanding the ongoing challenges imposed by external aggressions. 

Furthermore, locally trained professionals are more likely to stay 

committed to their communities, providing consistent and culturally 

competent care. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

Advocate A's emphasis on long-term sustainability and local training is 

valid, but it overlooks the immediate, life-saving benefits that importing 

foreign expertise provides, especially in the context of Gaza's urgent 

healthcare crisis exacerbated by Israel's war and prolonged blockade. 

Foreign professionals can quickly fill critical gaps, offer advanced medical 

care, and share invaluable knowledge with local staff, which can lay the 

groundwork for future local capacity building. Moreover, the severe 

restrictions and resource limitations imposed by the occupation mean that 

Gaza cannot wait for the long-term development of local professionals; 

immediate international intervention is necessary to prevent further 

deterioration of healthcare services and to address the urgent needs of the 

population. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on whether Gaza should focus on training local medical 

professionals or importing foreign expertise is critical to the region’s 

healthcare future. Advocate A argues that local training is essential for 
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long-term sustainability, cultural competence, economic benefits, retention, 

and capacity building. Investing in local talent ensures that healthcare is 

both resilient and self-sufficient, tailored to the unique needs of Gaza's 

population, and capable of enduring the ongoing challenges posed by the 

occupation and blockades. 

 On the other hand, Advocate B highlights the immediate and life-saving 

benefits of importing foreign expertise. Given the urgent healthcare needs 

exacerbated by Israel's war and the prolonged blockade, foreign 

professionals can provide high-quality care, address specialized healthcare 

needs, and offer crucial knowledge transfer to local staff. While local 

training is indispensable for future resilience, the immediate healthcare 

crisis necessitates international intervention to prevent further 

deterioration of services and meet the urgent needs of the population. 

Both perspectives underscore the need for a balanced approach that 

addresses immediate healthcare shortages while building a robust local 

healthcare infrastructure for the future. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance the immediate need for foreign doctors with 

training local healthcare workers? 

2. What steps can help improve local medical training despite the 

occupation and blockades? 

3. How can international organizations support both urgent healthcare 

needs and long-term solutions in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 2: Medical Technology Upgrades vs. 

Basic Health Infrastructure Development 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The healthcare system in Gaza is in dire need of improvement due to the 

prolonged occupation and blockades, which have severely affected both its 

technological capabilities and basic infrastructure. This debate examines 

whether Gaza should prioritize upgrading medical technology or focus on 

developing basic health infrastructure. Upgrading medical technology could 

bring advanced diagnostic and treatment capabilities, potentially improving 

healthcare outcomes. On the other hand, developing basic health 

infrastructure is crucial for ensuring that essential health services are 

accessible and functional for the entire population. This debate explores 

the potential benefits and drawbacks of each approach, aiming to 

determine the best path forward for enhancing healthcare in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current State of Healthcare in Gaza: The healthcare system in Gaza is 

under immense pressure due to Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing 

blockades. Hospitals and clinics are struggling with outdated 

equipment, insufficient medical supplies, and deteriorating 

infrastructure. The health system's capacity to deliver basic and 

emergency care is severely compromised. 

2. Medical Technology Upgrades: Investing in advanced medical 

technology, such as modern diagnostic machines, telemedicine 

capabilities, and electronic health records, can significantly enhance 

the quality of care. These upgrades can improve disease diagnosis, 

treatment outcomes, and patient management, making healthcare 

more efficient and effective. 

3. Basic Health Infrastructure Development: Focus on building and 

repairing essential healthcare facilities, ensuring clean water supply, 

reliable electricity, and adequate sanitation in hospitals and clinics. 

This foundational development is critical for providing basic health 

services to the population, reducing mortality and morbidity rates. 
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4. Impact of Technology on Healthcare Delivery : Advanced medical 

technology can bridge gaps caused by the lack of specialized 

medical personnel, allowing for remote consultations and more 

accurate diagnoses. A study by the World Health Organization (WHO) 

highlights the potential of telemedicine in improving healthcare 

delivery in underserved regions like Gaza. 

5. Importance of Infrastructure for Health Outcomes: Basic health 

infrastructure is vital for the effective delivery of healthcare services. 

According to UNICEF, reliable infrastructure is essential for maternal 

and child health services, vaccination programs, and the 

management of chronic diseases, which are prevalent in Gaza. 

6. Economic Considerations: Upgrading medical technology requires 

significant financial investment, which might strain the limited 

resources available in Gaza. Conversely, developing basic 

infrastructure, while also costly, may provide broader and more 

immediate benefits to the general population. 

7. Sustainability and Maintenance : Advanced medical technology often 

requires ongoing maintenance, technical expertise, and a stable 

power supply, which can be challenging to ensure in Gaza. Basic 

infrastructure improvements, while requiring initial investment, are 

generally more sustainable and easier to maintain in the long run. 

8. Training and Capacity Building: Implementing new technologies 

necessitates comprehensive training programs for healthcare 

professionals, which may take time and resources. Strengthening 

basic infrastructure can simultaneously support capacity building by 

creating a more conducive environment for healthcare training and 

practice. 

9. Case Studies and Examples: Examining other regions with similar 

challenges can provide insights. For instance, in post-war Lebanon, a 

balanced approach that combined technological upgrades with basic 

infrastructure development proved effective in rebuilding the 

healthcare system. 

10. Balancing Immediate and Long-term Needs: While advanced 

technology can offer immediate improvements in healthcare quality, 

basic infrastructure development addresses fundamental health 

needs and ensures that the entire population has access to essential 

services. A strategic approach may involve a phased implementation 
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that starts with foundational infrastructure and gradually 

incorporates technological advancements. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Medical Technology Upgrades  

Introduction: Upgrading medical technology in Gaza is essential for 

advancing the quality and efficiency of healthcare services. While basic 

infrastructure is important, investing in modern medical technology can 

significantly enhance diagnostic and treatment capabilities, ultimately 

leading to better health outcomes for the population. 

1. Enhanced Diagnostic Capabilities: Advanced medical technologies 

such as MRI machines, CT scanners, and laboratory equipment can 

greatly improve diagnostic accuracy and speed. In Gaza, where 

access to specialized medical care is limited due to the occupation 

and blockades, these technologies can help detect diseases early 

and accurately, leading to more effective treatment plans. According 

to a study published in the Journal of Medical Imaging, access to 

modern diagnostic tools significantly improves patient outcomes by 

enabling timely and precise interventions. 

2. Telemedicine and Remote Consultations: Telemedicine can bridge the 

gap caused by the shortage of specialized healthcare professionals 

in Gaza. Through telemedicine, patients can consult with specialists 

outside Gaza without needing to travel, which is often impossible 

due to movement restrictions imposed by the blockade. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) has highlighted telemedicine as a 

powerful tool for improving healthcare access in remote and 

underserved areas, enabling continuous care and follow-up for 

chronic conditions and complex cases. 

3. Improved Treatment and Patient Management: Modern medical 

technology, such as electronic health records (EHRs) and advanced 

treatment devices, can streamline patient management and care 

coordination. EHRs ensure that patient information is accurately 

recorded and easily accessible to healthcare providers, reducing 

errors and improving the continuity of care. A study by the National 

Institutes of Health (NIH) found that EHRs enhance healthcare 

delivery by facilitating better communication among healthcare 

providers and enabling more personalized patient care. 
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4. Capacity Building through Technology Transfer : Implementing 

advanced medical technologies can also foster capacity building in 

Gaza. When new technologies are introduced, healthcare 

professionals receive training to operate and maintain these systems, 

leading to skill enhancement and professional development. This 

technology transfer not only improves immediate healthcare services 

but also builds a more skilled and knowledgeable workforce that can 

handle future healthcare challenges. 

5. Attracting International Support and Funding: Investing in medical 

technology can attract international support and funding from 

organizations and governments interested in improving healthcare in 

Gaza. Demonstrating a commitment to advancing healthcare through 

technology can open doors to partnerships, grants, and donations 

that can further bolster the healthcare system. Reports from global 

health organizations indicate that regions prioritizing technological 

advancements often receive more substantial international aid and 

collaboration opportunities. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Basic Health Infrastructure 

Development 

Introduction: While upgrading medical technology has its benefits, focusing 

on basic health infrastructure development in Gaza is crucial for ensuring 

that essential healthcare services are accessible and functional for the 

entire population. Given the severe impacts of Israel's war on Gaza and 

ongoing blockades, strengthening the foundational aspects of the 

healthcare system is a more immediate and sustainable approach. 

1. Essential Services Accessibility : Basic health infrastructure, such as 

well-equipped clinics, reliable water and sanitation systems, and 

uninterrupted electricity, is fundamental for providing essential 

healthcare services. Without these basics, advanced medical 

technologies cannot function effectively. According to UNICEF, 

inadequate infrastructure is a significant barrier to healthcare 

delivery in Gaza, where many facilities struggle with power outages 

and water shortages. 

2. Reducing Mortality and Morbidity Rates: Improved infrastructure 

directly impacts health outcomes by reducing mortality and morbidity 

rates. For instance, ensuring that all health facilities have clean water 

and proper sanitation can prevent the spread of infectious diseases, 
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which are prevalent in Gaza due to poor living conditions. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) emphasizes that basic health 

infrastructure improvements are critical for controlling disease 

outbreaks and improving overall public health. 

3. Equitable Health Services Distribution: Developing basic 

infrastructure ensures that healthcare services are distributed 

equitably across Gaza, reaching underserved and remote areas. Many 

rural and marginalized communities lack access to even the most 

basic healthcare services. By prioritizing infrastructure development, 

these communities can receive the care they need. Research from the 

International Journal of Health Services highlights that equitable 

distribution of healthcare facilities leads to better health outcomes 

for disadvantaged populations. 

4. Sustainability and Maintenance : Basic health infrastructure is 

generally more sustainable and easier to maintain than advanced 

medical technologies, which require specialized knowledge and 

consistent supplies that may be difficult to obtain due to the 

blockade. Investing in robust infrastructure ensures that healthcare 

facilities can continue to operate effectively even under challenging 

conditions. Studies have shown that regions focusing on basic 

infrastructure development are more resilient to disruptions and can 

maintain essential services over the long term. 

5. Foundation for Future Technological Integration: Strengthening basic 

infrastructure lays the groundwork for future technological 

advancements. Once the essential infrastructure is in place, 

integrating advanced medical technologies becomes more feasible 

and effective. This phased approach ensures that the healthcare 

system can support and sustain new technologies, ultimately leading 

to a more comprehensive and resilient healthcare network. The 

success of this approach is supported by case studies from post-

crisis recovery efforts in other regions, where initial investments in 

infrastructure paved the way for subsequent technological upgrades. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

While the development of basic health infrastructure is undeniably crucial, 

it should not come at the expense of integrating advanced medical 

technologies that can vastly improve healthcare outcomes in Gaza. Modern 

diagnostic and treatment tools are essential for addressing complex health 
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issues that basic infrastructure alone cannot solve. Moreover, the 

implementation of telemedicine and electronic health records can enhance 

the efficiency and quality of care, ensuring that even with limited 

infrastructure, patients receive timely and accurate diagnoses and 

treatments. Advanced technology, when combined with foundational 

infrastructure, can create a more robust and adaptable healthcare system 

capable of meeting both immediate and long-term needs, despite the 

ongoing challenges imposed by the occupation and blockades. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While advanced medical technologies can enhance healthcare quality, they 

are not effective without a solid foundation of basic health infrastructure, 

which Gaza currently lacks due to the severe impacts of Israel's war and 

ongoing blockades. Prioritizing infrastructure ensures that essential 

services like clean water, reliable electricity, and basic medical supplies are 

consistently available, which are prerequisites for the effective operation of 

any advanced technology. Moreover, focusing on basic infrastructure 

addresses immediate and widespread health issues, laying the groundwork 

for future technological advancements to be integrated more successfully 

and sustainably. Without these fundamental improvements, high-tech 

solutions alone will fail to meet the comprehensive healthcare needs of 

Gaza's population. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on whether Gaza should prioritize medical technology 

upgrades or basic health infrastructure development is a critical issue 

given the current healthcare challenges exacerbated by Israel's war and 

ongoing blockades. Advocate A emphasizes the need for advanced medical 

technologies, highlighting their potential to significantly enhance 

diagnostic accuracy, improve patient management, and facilitate remote 

consultations through telemedicine. These upgrades can provide 

immediate improvements in healthcare quality and help bridge the gap 

caused by the shortage of specialized medical professionals. 

Conversely, Advocate B argues that without a solid foundation of basic 

health infrastructure, advanced technologies cannot function effectively. 

Reliable infrastructure, including clean water, sanitation, and uninterrupted 

electricity, is essential for the daily operations of healthcare facilities. 
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Prioritizing basic infrastructure development ensures that essential services 

are accessible to the entire population, reduces mortality and morbidity 

rates, and creates a sustainable environment for future technological 

advancements. 

Both perspectives underscore the importance of a balanced approach. 

While advanced medical technology can provide immediate benefits, basic 

health infrastructure is indispensable for long-term sustainability and 

equitable healthcare access. Ultimately, Gaza's healthcare system would 

benefit from a strategy that addresses both immediate technological needs 

and foundational infrastructure improvements, ensuring a comprehensive 

and resilient healthcare framework for the future. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance the need for advanced medical technology 

with the urgent requirement for basic health infrastructure? 

2. What steps can be taken to ensure that both technological upgrades 

and infrastructure improvements are sustainable in the long term? 

3. How can international organizations and local authorities collaborate 

to address both immediate healthcare needs and foundational 

infrastructure in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 3: Rebuilding Healthcare Infrastructure 

vs. Expanding Mobile Health Clinics 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

In the wake of Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing blockades, the healthcare 

system in Gaza has been severely compromised. Two potential strategies 

for addressing these healthcare challenges are under debate: Should Gaza 

focus on rebuilding its healthcare infrastructure, including hospitals and 

clinics, or should it expand mobile health clinics to provide immediate, 

flexible care to underserved areas? This debate examines the benefits and 

drawbacks of each approach, aiming to identify the most effective strategy 

for improving healthcare access and quality in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current Healthcare Landscape in Gaza: The prolonged occupation 

and blockades have left Gaza’s healthcare infrastructure in a state of 

disrepair. Many hospitals and clinics have been damaged or 

destroyed, severely limiting the capacity to provide adequate care to 

the population. 

2. Rebuilding Healthcare Infrastructure : This approach involves 

reconstructing and upgrading hospitals, clinics, and other healthcare 

facilities. It focuses on creating stable, permanent healthcare 

environments equipped with the necessary medical equipment and 

staffed by trained professionals. This could improve the quality of 

care and provide a solid foundation for long-term health services. 

3. Expanding Mobile Health Clinics: Mobile health clinics are flexible, 

movable units that can be deployed to various locations, especially 

underserved and remote areas. These clinics provide immediate and 

accessible healthcare services, addressing the urgent needs of 

populations that cannot easily reach fixed healthcare facilities. 

4. Impact of Infrastructure Rebuilding on Healthcare Delivery: Rebuilding 

permanent healthcare facilities ensures a stable and continuous 

healthcare environment. According to the World Health Organization 

(WHO), well-equipped hospitals and clinics are essential for handling 
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complex medical cases, performing surgeries, and providing 

specialized care that mobile units might not be able to offer. 

5. Advantages of Mobile Health Clinics: Mobile clinics offer flexibility 

and can quickly respond to health crises. They are particularly 

effective in reaching populations affected by blockades and 

movement restrictions. Research by the International Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC) shows that mobile clinics can significantly 

increase healthcare access in areas with limited infrastructure. 

6. Cost and Resource Allocation: Rebuilding healthcare infrastructure 

requires significant financial investment and time. While this can 

provide long-term benefits, the immediate costs can be prohibitive. 

Conversely, mobile clinics are generally less expensive to deploy and 

can be operational more quickly, offering a more immediate solution 

to healthcare access issues. 

7. Sustainability and Maintenance: Permanent healthcare facilities need 

ongoing maintenance, which can be challenging under blockade 

conditions that restrict the import of building materials and medical 

supplies. Mobile clinics, while also requiring maintenance, are 

designed to be more adaptable and can be relocated or modified as 

needed. 

8. Training and Capacity Building: Rebuilding infrastructure supports the 

training and development of local healthcare professionals by 

providing stable environments for education and practice. Mobile 

clinics, however, offer on-the-job training opportunities and can 

bring specialists to remote areas, facilitating knowledge transfer. 

9. Case Studies and Examples: Examining other regions with similar 

challenges provides insights into the effectiveness of these 

strategies. In post-war Lebanon, a combination of rebuilt 

infrastructure and mobile clinics was used to address immediate and 

long-term healthcare needs, showing the potential benefits of a 

hybrid approach. 

10. Balancing Immediate and Long-term Needs: While mobile clinics can 

address immediate healthcare needs, rebuilding infrastructure is 

crucial for the long-term stability of the healthcare system. A 

balanced approach that includes both rebuilding and mobile clinics 

may offer the best solution, providing immediate relief while laying 

the groundwork for future healthcare improvements. 
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Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Rebuilding Healthcare 

Infrastructure 

Introduction: Rebuilding healthcare infrastructure in Gaza is essential for 

establishing a robust, stable, and long-term healthcare system capable of 

addressing the complex medical needs of its population. Given the 

extensive damage caused by Israel's war on Gaza and the ongoing 

blockades, investing in permanent healthcare facilities is crucial for 

delivering high-quality, sustainable medical care. 

1. Stability and Continuity of Care : Rebuilding hospitals and clinics 

ensures a stable environment for continuous healthcare delivery. 

Permanent facilities can offer a wide range of services, including 

surgeries, intensive care, and specialized treatments, which are vital 

for addressing the complex health issues prevalent in Gaza. The 

World Health Organization (WHO) underscores that well-established 

healthcare facilities are fundamental for providing comprehensive 

and continuous care, which mobile units may not fully support. 

2. Advanced Medical Services and Specialization: Permanent healthcare 

facilities are better equipped to offer advanced medical services and 

specialized care. Rebuilt infrastructure can house sophisticated 

diagnostic and therapeutic equipment, such as MRI machines, CT 

scanners, and specialized surgical units, which are essential for 

treating severe and chronic conditions. Research indicates that 

access to advanced medical technology significantly improves patient 

outcomes and overall healthcare quality. 

3. Training and Professional Development: Rebuilding healthcare 

infrastructure provides stable environments for training healthcare 

professionals. Hospitals and clinics serve as hubs for medical 

education, offering residency programs, specialized training, and 

continuing medical education. This not only enhances the skills of 

local healthcare workers but also fosters a culture of ongoing 

professional development. A study by the Lancet highlights the 

importance of well-equipped training facilities in developing a 

competent healthcare workforce capable of meeting diverse medical 

needs. 

4. Economic and Community Impact: Investing in healthcare 

infrastructure has significant economic and social benefits. 

Rebuilding hospitals and clinics creates jobs, stimulates local 
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economies, and fosters a sense of community resilience and pride. 

Additionally, well-functioning healthcare facilities improve public 

health, reduce disease burden, and increase productivity, 

contributing to overall socio-economic development. Reports from 

the World Bank emphasize that robust healthcare infrastructure is a 

cornerstone of sustainable development and economic stability. 

5. Long-term Sustainability and Resilience : Permanent healthcare 

facilities are more sustainable and resilient to external shocks, such 

as blockades and military actions. They can stockpile essential 

medical supplies, provide stable working conditions for staff, and 

implement long-term health programs. The sustainability of rebuilt 

infrastructure ensures that Gaza can maintain a high standard of 

healthcare services despite ongoing challenges. The Journal of Global 

Health highlights that regions with strong healthcare infrastructure 

are better equipped to handle emergencies and provide consistent 

care over time. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Expanding Mobile Health Clinics  

Introduction: Expanding mobile health clinics in Gaza is a practical and 

immediate solution to address the urgent healthcare needs exacerbated by 

Israel's war and ongoing blockades. These clinics provide flexible, 

accessible, and timely medical services to underserved and remote areas, 

ensuring that critical healthcare reaches those who need it most. 

1. Immediate Access to Care: Mobile health clinics can quickly reach 

populations in dire need of medical attention, especially in areas 

where healthcare infrastructure has been destroyed or is inaccessible 

due to military actions and blockades. According to the International 

Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), mobile clinics are effective in 

delivering essential health services, including vaccinations, maternal 

and child care, and chronic disease management, to displaced and 

isolated communities. 

2. Flexibility and Adaptability : Mobile clinics offer flexibility that 

permanent facilities cannot. They can be relocated as needed to 

respond to shifting needs and emergencies, making them particularly 

valuable in Gaza, where movement restrictions and security 

situations frequently change. Research from the Journal of Global 

Health indicates that mobile clinics are crucial in conflict and post-



Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal                                                                                       Healthcare 
 

21 
Debates                                                                                            Reflect - Spark - Adapt 

conflict settings for their ability to adapt to the fluidity of the 

situation on the ground. 

3. Cost-Effectiveness: Establishing and operating mobile health clinics is 

generally less expensive than rebuilding and maintaining permanent 

healthcare facilities. This cost-effectiveness is critical in Gaza, where 

financial resources are limited, and the blockade restricts the import 

of building materials. Mobile clinics can provide a wide range of 

services at a fraction of the cost, ensuring that more people receive 

care with the available resources. 

4. Reaching Underserved Populations: Mobile clinics are instrumental in 

reaching underserved populations, including those in remote or 

heavily affected areas by the occupation. These clinics can travel to 

communities that would otherwise have no access to healthcare, 

addressing disparities in healthcare access and ensuring that 

vulnerable populations receive necessary medical services. A study 

published in the International Journal of Health Services shows that 

mobile clinics significantly improve healthcare access and equity in 

conflict-affected regions. 

5. On-the-Job Training and Capacity Building: Mobile health clinics also 

serve as platforms for on-the-job training and capacity building for 

local healthcare workers. By working alongside international and 

specialized medical teams, local staff can gain valuable skills and 

experience. This hands-on training is crucial for building local 

capacity and ensuring the sustainability of healthcare services in 

Gaza. According to the WHO, integrating training into mobile clinic 

operations can help bridge skill gaps and improve the overall quality 

of care. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

While mobile health clinics provide immediate and flexible care, they 

cannot replace the comprehensive and continuous care offered by 

permanent healthcare facilities. Mobile clinics may struggle to provide 

advanced medical services and specialized care, which are essential for 

treating complex health issues prevalent in Gaza due to the ongoing 

impacts of Israel's war and blockades. Furthermore, the sustainability and 

long-term effectiveness of healthcare delivery depend on having well-

established infrastructure that can support training, advanced treatments, 

and stable healthcare environments. Investing in permanent facilities 
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ensures that Gaza’s healthcare system can address both immediate needs 

and future challenges, creating a resilient foundation for ongoing medical 

care. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While rebuilding permanent healthcare infrastructure is important for long-

term stability, the immediate healthcare crisis in Gaza, exacerbated by 

Israel's war and ongoing blockades, necessitates a more agile and 

responsive solution. Mobile health clinics can quickly reach areas 

devastated by military actions, providing essential services and addressing 

urgent healthcare needs that fixed facilities cannot immediately meet. They 

offer a cost-effective and flexible alternative that can be operational 

quickly, ensuring that healthcare reaches all corners of Gaza, especially 

those most affected by the occupation. This immediate intervention is 

crucial for saving lives and maintaining public health until more permanent 

solutions can be established. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate between rebuilding healthcare infrastructure and expanding 

mobile health clinics in Gaza highlights two critical approaches to 

addressing the severe healthcare challenges caused by Israel's war and 

ongoing blockades. Advocate A emphasizes the necessity of rebuilding 

permanent healthcare facilities, arguing that stable, well-equipped 

hospitals and clinics are essential for providing comprehensive, continuous 

care, advanced medical services, and specialized treatments. This approach 

supports long-term sustainability, professional training, and economic 

development, creating a resilient healthcare system capable of meeting 

both current and future needs. 

On the other hand, Advocate B argues for the expansion of mobile health 

clinics, highlighting their flexibility, cost-effectiveness, and ability to 

provide immediate healthcare access to underserved and remote 

populations. Mobile clinics can quickly adapt to changing conditions and 

deliver essential services in areas where infrastructure has been destroyed 

or is inaccessible. They offer a practical solution for addressing urgent 

healthcare needs and ensuring equitable healthcare access during times of 

crisis. 
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Both perspectives underscore the importance of addressing Gaza’s 

healthcare challenges through a balanced approach. While mobile clinics 

can provide immediate relief and reach vulnerable populations, rebuilding 

permanent infrastructure is crucial for long-term stability and 

comprehensive care. Ultimately, a hybrid strategy that incorporates both 

mobile clinics and the rebuilding of healthcare infrastructure may offer the 

most effective solution, ensuring that Gaza’s healthcare system can 

respond to immediate needs while building a solid foundation for the 

future. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance using mobile clinics now and rebuilding 

hospitals later? 

2. What can be done to keep both mobile clinics and new hospitals 

running well despite blockades? 

3. How can local and international groups work together to support 

both mobile clinics and rebuilding efforts? 
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Debate Topic 4: Immediate War-time Medical 

Response vs. Long-term Healthcare Planning 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The healthcare system in Gaza faces continuous challenges due to Israel's 

war on Gaza and the ongoing blockades. This debate focuses on whether 

Gaza should prioritize immediate war-time medical responses or invest in 

long-term healthcare planning. Immediate responses are crucial for saving 

lives and addressing urgent medical needs during and after military 

actions. In contrast, long-term healthcare planning aims to build a resilient 

system capable of providing continuous and comprehensive care to the 

population. This discussion explores the benefits and drawbacks of each 

approach, seeking to determine the most effective strategy for improving 

healthcare in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current Healthcare Challenges in Gaza: The healthcare system in Gaza 

is under immense strain due to frequent military actions and 

blockades. Hospitals are often overwhelmed with casualties, and 

there is a chronic shortage of medical supplies and personnel. The 

ongoing aggression severely impacts the ability to provide both 

emergency and routine healthcare services. 

2. Immediate War-time Medical Response: This approach focuses on 

rapid response mechanisms to deal with medical emergencies during 

and immediately after military actions. It includes setting up field 

hospitals, emergency medical teams, and rapid deployment of 

medical supplies. Immediate responses are critical for saving lives 

and preventing further health complications among the injured. 

3. Long-term Healthcare Planning: Investing in long-term healthcare 

planning aims to create a resilient healthcare system that can 

withstand the impacts of military actions and blockades. This 

involves developing infrastructure, training healthcare professionals, 

and ensuring a steady supply of medical resources. Long-term 

planning is essential for providing continuous and comprehensive 

care to the population. 
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4. Impact of Immediate Responses on Healthcare : Immediate medical 

responses can significantly reduce mortality and morbidity rates 

during times of crisis. The International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) has demonstrated the effectiveness of rapid response teams in 

conflict zones, where timely medical intervention can mean the 

difference between life and death. 

5. Benefits of Long-term Planning: Long-term healthcare planning 

focuses on building a sustainable healthcare system. According to 

the World Health Organization (WHO), resilient healthcare systems 

are better equipped to handle emergencies and provide consistent 

care. Long-term planning includes the construction of hospitals, 

training of medical staff, and the development of health policies. 

6. Resource Allocation: Immediate responses require substantial 

resources for emergency care, which can be financially and 

logistically demanding. On the other hand, long-term planning 

involves significant investment in infrastructure and human resources 

but provides lasting benefits. The challenge is to balance the 

allocation of resources to address both immediate and future needs. 

7. Sustainability and Continuity of Care : Immediate responses are often 

temporary solutions that may not address underlying health issues. 

Long-term planning, however, ensures the continuity of care and the 

ability to manage chronic diseases and other ongoing health 

concerns. Research published in The Lancet emphasizes the 

importance of integrating emergency response within a broader 

framework of healthcare development. 

8. Training and Capacity Building: Immediate response efforts often 

involve international medical teams, which can provide on-the-job 

training to local healthcare workers. Long-term planning focuses on 

building local capacity through formal education and continuous 

professional development, which is crucial for a sustainable 

healthcare workforce in Gaza. 

9. Case Studies and Examples: Lessons can be learned from other 

regions affected by prolonged conflicts, such as Afghanistan and 

Syria, where a combination of immediate responses and long-term 

planning has been implemented. These examples highlight the 

importance of a dual approach in managing healthcare during and 

after crises. 
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10. Balancing Immediate and Long-term Needs: While immediate 

medical responses are essential during times of crisis, they should be 

part of a comprehensive strategy that includes long-term healthcare 

planning. This balanced approach ensures that Gaza can provide 

immediate care during emergencies while building a robust 

healthcare system for the future. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Immediate War -time Medical 

Response 

Introduction: In the context of Gaza, where military actions and blockades 

create ongoing emergencies, prioritizing immediate war-time medical 

response is crucial. Rapid deployment of medical services saves lives and 

addresses urgent health needs during and after military actions, ensuring 

that the population receives the care it desperately needs in times of crisis. 

1. Life-saving Interventions: Immediate medical response is critical for 

providing life-saving interventions during military actions. Rapid 

response teams, field hospitals, and emergency medical supplies can 

significantly reduce mortality and morbidity rates. According to the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), prompt medical 

intervention during military actions in Gaza has been instrumental in 

treating injuries and preventing deaths. 

2. Managing Acute Health Crises: Military actions often result in mass 

casualties, overwhelming existing healthcare facilities. Immediate 

response strategies, such as setting up field hospitals and deploying 

emergency medical teams, are essential for managing these acute 

health crises. Research published in the Journal of Emergency 

Medicine highlights the effectiveness of these strategies in conflict 

zones, where the rapid treatment of injuries can prevent 

complications and save lives. 

3. Flexibility and Rapid Deployment: Immediate war-time medical 

responses are highly flexible and can be rapidly deployed to areas 

most in need. This adaptability is crucial in Gaza, where military 

actions and blockades can create sudden and unpredictable health 

emergencies. Mobile medical units and emergency response teams 

can quickly reach affected areas, providing critical care to those who 

need it most. 
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4. Preventing Secondary Health Issues: Prompt medical attention during 

and after military actions can prevent secondary health issues, such 

as infections, complications from untreated injuries, and mental 

health crises. A study by Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without 

Borders) shows that early medical intervention is vital for preventing 

long-term health problems and ensuring better recovery outcomes 

for the affected population. 

5. Building Local Capacity Through Emergency Training : Immediate 

response efforts often involve international medical teams that 

provide on-the-job training to local healthcare workers. This hands-

on experience is invaluable for building local capacity and enhancing 

the skills of Gaza's healthcare workforce. The World Health 

Organization (WHO) emphasizes the importance of integrating 

emergency response training into local healthcare practices to 

improve resilience and preparedness for future crises. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Long-term Healthcare Planning 

Introduction: While immediate war-time medical response is crucial, 

investing in long-term healthcare planning is essential for building a 

resilient healthcare system in Gaza. This approach ensures that the 

population has continuous access to comprehensive care, which is vital for 

managing chronic health issues and improving overall health outcomes in 

the long run. 

1. Sustainable Healthcare Infrastructure : Long-term healthcare planning 

focuses on developing sustainable infrastructure, such as building 

and upgrading hospitals, clinics, and medical facilities. According to 

the World Health Organization (WHO), a robust healthcare 

infrastructure is critical for providing consistent and high-quality 

care. In Gaza, where many health facilities have been damaged or 

destroyed due to military actions, rebuilding and improving these 

facilities is essential for long-term health security. 

2. Comprehensive Care for Chronic Conditions: Long-term planning 

allows for the management of chronic diseases, which are prevalent 

in Gaza due to the harsh living conditions and ongoing aggression. 

Diseases like diabetes, hypertension, and cardiovascular issues 

require continuous care and monitoring. Research published in The 

Lancet highlights the importance of a well-planned healthcare system 
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in managing chronic diseases, reducing complications, and improving 

patient quality of life. 

3. Capacity Building and Professional Development: Investing in long-

term healthcare planning includes training and developing local 

healthcare professionals. This approach ensures that Gaza has a 

skilled and knowledgeable workforce capable of meeting diverse 

healthcare needs. The Journal of Global Health emphasizes that 

capacity building through formal education and ongoing professional 

development is vital for creating a resilient healthcare system that 

can withstand future crises. 

4. Health Policy and System Resilience : Long-term planning involves 

developing health policies and strategies that enhance the resilience 

of the healthcare system. This includes establishing supply chains for 

medical supplies, creating emergency preparedness plans, and 

implementing health information systems. According to the United 

Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), such measures are 

crucial for maintaining healthcare services during and after periods of 

military aggression and blockades. 

5. Economic Benefits and Resource Allocation: A well-planned 

healthcare system can optimize resource allocation, ensuring that 

financial and material resources are used efficiently. This approach 

can lead to economic benefits by reducing the costs associated with 

emergency medical responses and improving overall health 

outcomes. The World Bank reports that investing in healthcare 

infrastructure and planning can stimulate economic growth and 

development, providing a stable foundation for the community’s 

well-being. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

While long-term healthcare planning is crucial for sustainability, it does not 

address the immediate and urgent medical needs caused by Israel's war on 

Gaza and ongoing blockades. Without rapid medical response capabilities, 

many lives could be lost before long-term plans can be implemented. 

Immediate response mechanisms, such as emergency medical teams and 

mobile clinics, provide critical care that saves lives and stabilizes patients 

during crises. This immediate care is essential to bridge the gap until a 

more stable and comprehensive healthcare system can be established. 

Therefore, while long-term planning is necessary, it must be complemented 
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by effective immediate response strategies to ensure that urgent health 

needs are met promptly. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While immediate medical responses are essential during crises, they 

provide only temporary relief and do not address the underlying 

weaknesses in Gaza’s healthcare system exacerbated by Israel's war and 

blockades. Long-term healthcare planning is vital for establishing a 

resilient infrastructure capable of managing both emergency and routine 

healthcare needs. Investing in sustainable infrastructure, continuous 

training for healthcare professionals, and comprehensive health policies 

ensures that the system can withstand future emergencies and provide 

ongoing care for chronic conditions. Without long-term planning, the 

healthcare system will remain vulnerable and unable to deliver consistent, 

high-quality care to the population. 

 

Moderator's Summary 

The debate on whether Gaza should prioritize immediate war-time medical 

responses or invest in long-term healthcare planning is critical given the 

severe impacts of Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing blockades. Advocate A 

stresses the importance of immediate medical responses, highlighting their 

role in saving lives during and after military actions. Rapid deployment of 

medical services, such as emergency teams and mobile clinics, can address 

urgent health needs and prevent further complications in a crisis. These 

interventions are crucial for providing timely care to those injured or 

affected by sudden escalations of aggression. 

Conversely, Advocate B emphasizes the necessity of long-term healthcare 

planning to build a resilient and sustainable healthcare system. This 

approach focuses on developing infrastructure, training healthcare 

professionals, and establishing health policies that ensure continuous and 

comprehensive care. Long-term planning is essential for managing chronic 

diseases and maintaining healthcare services during prolonged periods of 

instability. Without robust infrastructure and a well-trained workforce, the 

healthcare system remains vulnerable to future crises. 

Both perspectives highlight the need for a balanced approach. Immediate 

medical responses are indispensable for addressing urgent health needs 

and saving lives during emergencies. However, long-term planning is 
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critical for creating a stable and resilient healthcare system capable of 

providing ongoing care. Integrating both strategies ensures that Gaza can 

respond effectively to immediate crises while building a strong foundation 

for future healthcare needs. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance immediate medical care with long-term 

healthcare planning? 

2. What can be done to ensure both emergency and long-term 

healthcare are sustainable despite blockades? 

3. How can local and international groups work together to support 

both immediate and long-term healthcare needs in Gaza? 
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Debate Topic 5: Addressing War-related Disabilities 

vs. Preventive Healthcare Measures 

 

Debate Topic Overview 

The healthcare system in Gaza faces immense challenges due to Israel's 

war on Gaza and ongoing blockades, resulting in a significant number of 

war-related disabilities and the need for robust preventive healthcare 

measures. This debate examines whether Gaza should prioritize addressing 

war-related disabilities or focus on preventive healthcare measures. 

Addressing war-related disabilities involves providing rehabilitation, 

specialized care, and support services for those affected by injuries. 

Preventive healthcare measures aim to improve overall public health and 

reduce the incidence of diseases through vaccination programs, health 

education, and early detection initiatives. This discussion explores the 

benefits and drawbacks of each approach to determine the most effective 

strategy for improving healthcare in Gaza. 

 

Moderator's Presentation 

1. Current Healthcare Landscape in Gaza: The healthcare system in Gaza 

is under severe strain due to Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing 

blockades. Many healthcare facilities are damaged, and there is a 

shortage of medical supplies and professionals. This has led to a 

significant increase in war-related disabilities and a pressing need for 

effective preventive healthcare measures. 

2. Addressing War-related Disabilities: This approach focuses on 

providing comprehensive care for individuals who have suffered 

disabilities due to military actions. It includes physical rehabilitation, 

psychological support, prosthetic services, and vocational training to 

help disabled individuals reintegrate into society. According to the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the number of 

people with war-related disabilities in Gaza has increased 

substantially, necessitating focused interventions. 

3. Preventive Healthcare Measures: Preventive healthcare aims to 

reduce the incidence of diseases and improve overall public health 

through vaccination programs, health education, early detection, and 

routine screenings. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
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emphasizes that preventive measures are crucial for controlling 

communicable diseases and reducing the long-term burden on 

healthcare systems, particularly in areas facing chronic shortages and 

infrastructural damage. 

4. Impact on Public Health: Addressing war-related disabilities can 

significantly improve the quality of life for affected individuals, 

allowing them to regain mobility, independence, and mental well-

being. However, preventive healthcare measures can lead to broader 

public health benefits by reducing the incidence of diseases and 

preventing future health crises. Studies show that effective 

preventive care can lower healthcare costs and improve population 

health outcomes. 

5. Resource Allocation: Providing comprehensive care for war-related 

disabilities requires significant resources, including specialized 

medical staff, rehabilitation facilities, and ongoing support services. 

Preventive healthcare measures, while also resource-intensive, often 

involve community-based interventions that can be more cost-

effective in the long run. An analysis by the WHO suggests that 

preventive care can save costs by reducing the need for expensive 

treatments and hospitalizations. 

6. Sustainability and Long-term Benefits: Rehabilitation and support for 

war-related disabilities are crucial for immediate needs but may not 

address the broader public health challenges. Preventive healthcare 

measures offer long-term benefits by building a healthier population 

and reducing the burden of disease. Research indicates that 

investing in preventive care can lead to sustained improvements in 

health outcomes and resilience against future health threats. 

7. Equity and Access: Addressing war-related disabilities ensures that 

vulnerable populations receive the care they need to recover and 

lead fulfilling lives. However, preventive healthcare measures can 

reach a larger segment of the population, promoting health equity 

and access. Programs such as vaccination drives and health 

education campaigns can have wide-reaching impacts, particularly in 

underserved communities. 

8. Case Studies and Examples: Examining other regions affected by 

military actions can provide insights into effective strategies. For 

example, in post-war Afghanistan, a combination of rehabilitation 

services for war-related disabilities and robust preventive healthcare 
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measures helped improve overall health outcomes. These case 

studies highlight the importance of a balanced approach that 

addresses both immediate and long-term health needs. 

9. Balancing Immediate and Long-term Needs: While the immediate 

needs of individuals with war-related disabilities must be addressed, 

preventive healthcare measures are essential for building a resilient 

healthcare system. A dual approach that integrates rehabilitation 

services with preventive care can ensure comprehensive health 

coverage for the population of Gaza. 

10. Collaborative Efforts and International Support : International 

organizations and local authorities must work together to develop 

and implement strategies that address both war-related disabilities 

and preventive healthcare needs. Collaborative efforts can leverage 

resources, expertise, and funding to create a sustainable and 

effective healthcare system. Reports from the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency (UNRWA) emphasize the importance of 

international collaboration in supporting Gaza's healthcare needs. 

 

Advocate A Presentation: In Support of Addressing War-related Disabilities 

Introduction: In the wake of Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing blockades, 

addressing war-related disabilities is paramount. Many individuals have 

sustained severe injuries and disabilities due to military actions, 

necessitating a comprehensive and immediate response to support their 

rehabilitation and reintegration into society. 

1. Physical Rehabilitation and Medical Care : War-related disabilities 

often require extensive physical rehabilitation, including physical 

therapy, prosthetics, and specialized medical care. According to the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the number of 

individuals needing such services in Gaza has surged. Rehabilitation 

centers must be equipped with the latest technology and staffed with 

trained professionals to provide the necessary care. Studies show 

that timely and adequate rehabilitation can significantly improve 

mobility and quality of life for individuals with war-related 

disabilities. 

2. Psychological Support and Mental Health Services: The psychological 

impact of war-related disabilities is profound. Many individuals 

experience PTSD, depression, and anxiety as a result of their injuries 



Horizons & Opportunities for Palestine Eternal                                                                                       Healthcare 
 

34 
Debates                                                                                            Reflect - Spark - Adapt 

and the traumatic events they have endured. Providing psychological 

support and mental health services is crucial for helping them cope 

with their new realities. Research published in the Journal of 

Traumatic Stress emphasizes the importance of integrated mental 

health services in rehabilitation programs, highlighting their role in 

improving overall well-being and mental health outcomes. 

3. Vocational Training and Social Reintegration: To ensure that 

individuals with war-related disabilities can lead productive lives, 

vocational training and social reintegration programs are essential. 

These initiatives help disabled individuals acquire new skills, find 

employment, and participate actively in their communities. The 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) has implemented 

vocational training programs in Gaza, demonstrating success in 

empowering individuals with disabilities to regain their 

independence and contribute to the economy. 

4. Specialized Care and Support Services: War-related disabilities often 

require specialized care that goes beyond general healthcare 

services. This includes home-based care, assistive devices, and 

ongoing support services tailored to the specific needs of individuals 

with severe disabilities. A comprehensive approach ensures that all 

aspects of their health and well-being are addressed. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) advocates for a holistic model of care 

that integrates medical, psychological, and social support for 

individuals with disabilities. 

5. Addressing Immediate Needs and Promoting Human Rights : 

Addressing war-related disabilities is not only a medical necessity 

but also a matter of human rights. Ensuring that individuals with 

disabilities receive adequate care and support is crucial for 

upholding their dignity and rights. International conventions, such as 

the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, emphasize 

the importance of providing appropriate care and support to all 

individuals with disabilities. By prioritizing the needs of those 

affected by war-related disabilities, Gaza can promote a more 

inclusive and just society. 

 

Advocate B Presentation: In Support of Preventive Healthcare Measures  

Introduction: While addressing war-related disabilities is critical, focusing 

on preventive healthcare measures offers a broader, long-term solution to 
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improve overall public health in Gaza. Preventive healthcare can 

significantly reduce the incidence of diseases and health issues, thereby 

decreasing the future burden on the healthcare system. 

1. Vaccination Programs: Preventive healthcare measures, such as 

vaccination programs, are essential for controlling communicable 

diseases. In Gaza, where living conditions are harsh and sanitation is 

poor due to blockades, the risk of disease outbreaks is high. The 

World Health Organization (WHO) emphasizes that widespread 

vaccination can prevent diseases such as measles, polio, and 

hepatitis, which are prevalent in areas with disrupted healthcare 

services. Research shows that vaccination programs are among the 

most cost-effective health interventions, leading to significant 

reductions in disease incidence and healthcare costs. 

2. Health Education and Awareness Campaigns: Educating the 

population about healthy practices, hygiene, and disease prevention 

is crucial. Health education campaigns can empower individuals with 

the knowledge to prevent illnesses, manage existing conditions, and 

seek timely medical care. The United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency (UNRWA) has implemented health education programs in 

Gaza that have successfully raised awareness about nutrition, 

maternal health, and chronic disease management. These initiatives 

are vital for fostering a culture of health and prevention. 

3. Early Detection and Screening Programs: Implementing early 

detection and screening programs for diseases such as cancer, 

diabetes, and cardiovascular conditions can save lives and reduce 

treatment costs. Early diagnosis allows for more effective treatment 

and management, improving patient outcomes. Studies published in 

the International Journal of Health Services highlight the benefits of 

early detection programs in reducing the burden of non-

communicable diseases, which are on the rise in Gaza due to poor 

living conditions and limited access to healthcare. 

4. Improving Sanitation and Water Quality : Preventive healthcare also 

involves improving environmental conditions, such as sanitation and 

water quality, to prevent disease. Contaminated water and 

inadequate sanitation facilities are major causes of illness in Gaza. 

Initiatives to improve water quality and sanitation infrastructure can 

drastically reduce the incidence of waterborne diseases. According to 
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UNICEF, access to clean water and proper sanitation is fundamental 

for preventing diseases and improving overall public health. 

5. Strengthening Primary Healthcare Services : Developing a strong 

primary healthcare system is key to effective preventive healthcare. 

Primary healthcare centers can provide essential services, including 

vaccinations, health education, routine screenings, and early 

treatment for common illnesses. The World Bank reports that 

investments in primary healthcare yield high returns in terms of 

health outcomes and economic benefits, particularly in underserved 

areas like Gaza. Strengthening primary healthcare services ensures 

that preventive measures are accessible to the entire population. 

 

Advocate A Responding to Advocate B  

While preventive healthcare measures are crucial for the long-term health 

of Gaza’s population, they do not address the immediate and pressing 

needs of individuals who have sustained war-related disabilities due to 

Israel's war and ongoing blockades. These individuals require urgent 

rehabilitation, psychological support, and specialized care to regain their 

independence and quality of life. Without addressing these immediate 

needs, many will continue to suffer, unable to participate fully in society or 

contribute to the community. Therefore, while preventive measures are 

essential, they must be implemented alongside comprehensive support for 

those with war-related disabilities to ensure a holistic approach to 

healthcare in Gaza. 

 

Advocate B Responding to Advocate A 

While addressing war-related disabilities is essential, focusing on 

preventive healthcare measures can reduce the future burden on Gaza’s 

healthcare system, which is already strained by Israel's war and ongoing 

blockades. Preventive measures like vaccinations, health education, and 

improved sanitation can prevent many diseases and health issues, 

ultimately reducing the number of people who need specialized care and 

rehabilitation. By investing in prevention, Gaza can improve overall public 

health, reduce healthcare costs, and create a more sustainable and resilient 

healthcare system that benefits the entire population. Therefore, preventive 

healthcare measures are crucial for both immediate and long-term health 

improvements. 
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Moderator's Summary 

The debate on whether Gaza should prioritize addressing war-related 

disabilities or focus on preventive healthcare measures is crucial given the 

severe impacts of Israel's war on Gaza and ongoing blockades. Advocate A 

emphasizes the immediate need to address war-related disabilities, 

highlighting the importance of rehabilitation, psychological support, and 

specialized care for those affected by military actions. These interventions 

are vital for helping individuals regain mobility, independence, and quality 

of life, and for ensuring that they can participate fully in society. 

Conversely, Advocate B argues for the importance of preventive healthcare 

measures, which aim to reduce the incidence of diseases and improve 

overall public health through vaccination programs, health education, early 

detection, and improved sanitation. Preventive measures can significantly 

lower healthcare costs and prevent many health issues, reducing the future 

burden on the healthcare system. Investing in preventive care fosters a 

healthier population and creates a more sustainable and resilient 

healthcare infrastructure. 

Both perspectives highlight essential components of a comprehensive 

healthcare strategy for Gaza. Addressing war-related disabilities is crucial 

for immediate needs and human rights, while preventive healthcare 

measures are essential for long-term public health and sustainability. A 

balanced approach that integrates both immediate rehabilitation and long-

term preventive care is necessary to ensure that Gaza can provide holistic 

healthcare to its population, meeting both present and future health 

challenges. 

 

Reflective Questions for Further Consideration  

1. How can Gaza balance the immediate needs of war-related 

disabilities with long-term preventive healthcare measures? 

2. What steps can be taken to ensure both rehabilitation services and 

preventive healthcare are sustainable in Gaza despite blockades and 

military actions? 

3. How can local and international organizations collaborate to support 

both immediate rehabilitation and long-term preventive care in 

Gaza? 


